
Lexington & Concord 
 
Saving Dr. Warren… “A True Patriot”  
Before starting this lesson you will need to have read Ch. 37, 45 & 46  of Saving Dr. Warren… “A True Patriot.” 
 
Key Historical Question: Why are some parts of history remembered and others not?  
 
S.W.B.A.T:  

● Recognize key people and locations of the battles that took place on April 19 that are not discussed in 
mainstream history lessons. 

● Discuss with their peers reasons they believe some people and places in history are remembered 
while others are not.  

 
Plan of Instruction:  
 

1. Hook: ***Note: You can do this before you start reading Ch. 37, etc. 
 Ask the students these 4 questions: 1. Who is Paul Revere? 2. Who is William (Billy) Dawes? 3. Who is 
Samuel Prescoott? 4. Who sent Paul Revere on his ride? Write the answers on the board and tell your 
students you’ll come back to them as you discuss Lexington & Concord.  
 

2. Powerpoint: Go through the Lexington and Concord powerpoint, analyzing  the different characters, 
and the role they played in the event (slides 1-5).  

*If you have time read The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere on poets.org. Analyze as a class how it only 
tells a small part of what happened. Discuss how the poem has helped us remember some of our country’s 
heroes, but also how it has contributed to us forgetting others.  
Show slides 6-9 

 
3. Document Analysis:  

a. Distribute documents to students, and place students in document groups. 
b. For time-management, it may make sense to allow students within one group to divide the 

documents (or, alternatively, assign reading at home).  
c. Students are to fill in the Document Analysis sheet attached below as they read each 

document.  
 

4.  Class Discussion: 
a. Who is remembered most for what they did on April 19 (day of the battles)? 
b. Why do YOU (the students) think that Billy Dawes, Samuel Prescott, and Joseph Warren 

were forgotten? - Group discussion with peers 
c. Return to the Key Historical Question.  
d. Brainstorm different people/events that are remembered in history and why. 

i.  (i.e Alexander Hamilton = play) 
 

5. Exit Slip: What/Who do you think should be remembered the most for what they did on April 19th? 
 

 
 



DOCUMENT A: Isaac Merrill (Patriot Colonel ) to John Currier (Captain of a Military Foot Company) 
Essex County, Massachusetts, April 19, 1775. 

(modified) 
 

To John Currier, Captain of a Military Foot Company in Amesbury, 
 
This day I have received intelligence that the troops under the command of General Gage did last 
evening march out of Boston and to Lexington. There they killed a number of our American soldiers & 
thence proceeded to Concord, killing and destroying our men and supplies. I therefore order you 
forthwith to notify and muster as many officers and soldiers as you can to meet immediately in some 
suitable place, and then to march forthwith to Concord or wherever you think best to help our friends 
and country. Once those who are now absent arrive have them follow after and join you. In this faile not. 
 
 Given under my Hand and Seal this Nineteenth Day of April in the Fifteenth year of the Reign of George 
the Third Anno Domini: 1775 
 

Isaac Merrill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History.” Calling out the Militia after Lexington and Concord, 1775 | Gilder 
Lehrman Institute of American History, 
www.gilderlehrman.org/history-now/spotlight-primary-source/calling-out-militia-after-lexington-and-concord-
1775. 

 

http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-now/spotlight-primary-source/calling-out-militia-after-lexington-and-concord-1775
http://www.gilderlehrman.org/history-now/spotlight-primary-source/calling-out-militia-after-lexington-and-concord-1775


DOCUMENT B: Diary of British Army Officer of the events on April 19th 1775 
(modified) 

 
Last night between 10 and 11 o'clock all the grenadiers (specialized soldiers for assault operations) and 
light infantry of the army, making about 600 men, embarked and landed upon the opposite shore on 
Cambridge Marsh; few but the commanding officers knew what expedition we were going on. After 
getting over the marsh, where we were wet up to our knees, we were halted in a dirty road and stood 
there 'till two o'clock in the morning, waiting for provisions to be brought from the boats and to be 
divided. At 2 o'clock we began our march by wading through water up to our middles: after going a few 
miles we took 3 or 4 people who were going off to give intelligence; about 5 miles to a town called 
Lexington, which was in the way of our destination. We heard there were some hundreds of people 
collected together intending to oppose us and stop our going on. At 5 o'clock we arrived there and saw a 
number of people. I believe 200 - 300, formed in the middle of the town.  
 
We still continued advancing, keeping prepared against an attack tho' without intending to attack them; 
but on our coming near them they fired one or two shots, upon which our men without any orders 
rushed in upon them, fired and put 'em to flight; several of them were killed. We had one man wounded, 
but nobody else hurt. 
 
We then formed back into formation, but with some difficulty, the men were so wild they could hear no 
orders. We waited a considerable time there, and at length proceeded on our way to Concord, which we 
then learnt was our destination, in order to destroy a stores of ammunition collected there.  
 
We met with no interruption till within a mile or two of the town, where the country people had 
occupied a hill which commanded the road; We marched into the town after taking possession of the hill 
with a liberty pole on it and a flag flying, which was cut down. The Yankies had that hill but left it to us; 
we expected they would have made a stand there, but they did not. While the grenadiers remained in the 
town, destroying 3 pieces of cannon, several gun carriages, and about 100 barrels of flour,, the light 
companies were detached beyond the river to examine some houses for more ammunition;  
 
During this time the People were gathering together in great numbers, and, taking advantage of our 
scattered disposition.The Rebels marched into the Road and were coming down upon us. The Rebels 
when they got near the bridge halted and fronted, filling the road from the top to the bottom. The fire 
soon began from a dropping shot on our side. There being nobody to support the front Compy we were 
forced to quit the bridge and return toward Concord. 4 Officers of 8 who were at the bridge were 
wounded ; 3 Men killed; 1 Sergt. and several men wounded. Having done the business we were sent for, 
we set out upon our return; before the whole had quitted the town we were fired on from houses and 
behind trees, and before we had gone a mile we were fired on from all sides, but mostly from the rear, 
where people had hid themselves in houses till we had passed, and then fired; the Country was an 
amazing strong one, full of hills, woods, stone walls, which the Rebels did not fail to take advantage of, 
for they were all lined with people who kept an incessant fire upon us, as we did too upon them, but not 
with the same advantage, for they were so concealed there was hardly any seeing them. In this way we 
marched between 9 and 10 miles, their numbers increasing from all parts, while ours were reducing due 
to deaths, wounds, and fatigue. We were totally surrounded with such an incessant fire as it is 
impossible to conceive; our ammunition was likewise near expended. 



 
We were now obliged to attack almost every house in the road, for the Rebels had taken possession of 
them and harassed us exceedingly; but they suffered for their actions, for all that were found in the 
houses were put to death. 
 
When we got to Menotomy there was a very heavy fire; after that we took the short cut into the Charles 
Town road. We got there between 7 and 8 oclock at night, took possession of the hill above the town, and 
waited for the boats to carry us over, which came some time after. 
 
Thus ended this expedition, which from beginning to end was as ill planned and ill executed as it was 
possible to be; had we not idled away three hours on Cambridge Marsh waiting for provisions that were 
not wanted, we should have had no interruption at Lexington, but by our stay the Country People had 
got intelligence and time to assemble. We should have reached Concord soon after day break, before 
they could have heard of us, by which we should have destroyed more Cannon and Stores, but they had 
had time enough to hide away before our arrival; we might also have got easier back and not been so 
much harassed, as they would not have had time to assemble so many people.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“A British Officer at Lexington and Concord, April 19, 1775 - American Memory Timeline- Classroom Presentation: 
Teacher Resources.” Library of Congress, 
www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/amrev/shots/concor
d.html. 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/amrev/shots/concord.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/amrev/shots/concord.html


Name: 
Period: 

Document Analysis  
 

Document A 

1. Based on what we know about Joseph Warren, how do you think he would have felt 
about this letter? Why? 

 

2. How do you think a Tory/Loyalist would have felt about this letter? Why? 

 

3. Would you have joined John Currier to go and fight the soldiers? Why?  

 

 
 

Document B 

 
1. According to the officer’s journal entry, when did the colonists kill the most British 

soldiers?  
 
 
 
 

2. The officer mentions how Lexington had been warned that they were coming and had 
time to gather men. Based on the map on pg. 164  of Saving Dr. Warren, who warned the 
town of Lexington? 

 
 

 
 

3. The officer mentions how Concord had been warned and had time to hide their 
ammunition. Based on the map on pg. 164  of Saving Dr. Warren, who was it that warned 
Concord? 

 
 
 

4. How does the British officer’s account of what the soldiers did in the towns as they 
marched back to Boston compare to what Steve and Rob experience in ch. 46 of Saving 
Dr. Warren?  

 


